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Berkeley Barb, January 31 - February 6. 1975

White to move and win
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DIAGRAM: White to move and
win. The passed pawns of Black
are knocking on the door and
White must work out a first-
rate plan to stop them. Experts
and masters, 30 minutes; ama-
teurs, one Don’t touch the
pieces; work out every theme

and learn eat deal. Yes, ‘it
can -be do Remember, use
your mind our fingers. . .
NEWS: great excite-
nt thro 1e chess world
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of Ms. Lynn
jouston Chess
first-rate' in-
ternational opportunity tourna-
ment that will qualify our top
young chess masters for in-
ternational tities, everything is
bananas.
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Southern United States. Where
are they in the tournament? The

answer is they are not. Yes,

because of the grandmaster

crazy, ‘‘pig name’’ mania of
people like Ed Edmondson of
the US Chess Federation, not

onie place in the tournament was

accorded to living legends like

Milan Momic (Alabana), John Hall
(Dallas, Texas), John Jacobs

(Texas) or Adrian L. McAuley

(Louisiana). So what do the peo-

ple of Houston, Texas yes, the

chess amateurs of the southern

and southwestern United States

have in common with that event?

Nothing, period. A bunch of for-

eigners, who fly in like the gods

they are not.

The gate attraction of watching
John Hall or Milan Momic kill
many top players is not to be
underestimated. The press cov-
erage would be greatly helped
with a home-town boy playing the
But no, their presence
1 Ed-
ds, ‘‘cheapen our
Ha, ha. "What a

big boys
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Fhis come it a time when our
United States Chess Federation
has allocated '$100,00 for a
computer -rating system, an-

other $100,000 for a new build-
ing, new address, total reloca-
tion. Just brilliant. As Fischer
has said repeatedly, it is better
to spend the money on players
rather than banks and buildings.
If the United States Chess Fed-
eration must be run from a shed

in the Florida swamp, then so
be it. Without the international
horses, with no grass roots pub-
.licity and forsaking regular city
versus city team match-blood
rivalry, there will never be pro-
gress in American chess.

One world champion is
USCF’s monument. They intend
to go to their graves with that
one-liner for their tombstone.
I would like to remind you that
our US Champion received less
than $3,000 for his title. (?2?)

Because there is no other
place to play, no other choice,
several great young masters
are playing for peanuts, no glory
and future starvation in Hous-
ton, Texas. They are Kim Com-
mons of Los Angeles (2417),
John Grefe of Berkeley (2464),
Craig Chellstorp of Chicago
(2416), . William Martz of Hart-
land, Wisconsin ( 2y and Sal
Matera of Brooklyn(2402). There
is a word for this. |
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These players need only an
even. score to i ¢ for
the internationsz

* title; the

calling card
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in search of 1it. Nev-
even if these play-
>rs secure  the title, the Eun-

ropean tourneys are not willing

shell out the money to im-
port these US players for the
biggi¢ events. With 200 grand

for nothing already shelled out,
neither will USCF. Brilliant,
huh?

In the end, Commons, Grefe,
Karklins, Martz, Chellstorp will
do what is necessary to. sur-
vive: leave professional chess.

Norman Weinstein was the
first American ‘‘opportunity’’
player to score big, winning the
Chicago International (1973)
ahead of a tough field. He ‘‘told

it like it is>’ during an interview
with the Christian Science Moni-
tor: ‘‘I don’t intend to keep this
up forever unless the rewards
are more immediate. I’ll give
professional chess a try for
awhile, but if winning tourneys
doesn’t provide a living I'm
getting out.” You tell ’em,
Norm!

I got out in 1970. I saw an
incredible situation. Grefe, Tar-
jan, Addison and Vuckevich were
staying home while Dr. Anthony
Saidy attended many international
chess tournaments! This was
solely because Saidy’s financial
means allowed him to pay all of
his own expenses. Believe me,
the USCF loves Saidy! Because
they had no money, players uni-
versally regarded as stronger
than Dr. Saidy, even rated above
Saidy, had to stay home! This
would never  happen in the
Soviet Ur 3 ir erica...
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in the event plan and
Edmar Me
need-a 7-1/2 - 3-1
qualify for the grandmaster tour-
ney. First prize means nothing
It’s that title that will secure
plane tickets overseas, as Nor-
man Weinstein will certainly tell
anyone who will listen. It’s all
nonsense, believe me. | can
name 20 grandmasters who

i he

score o

would have no chance against
Vuckevich or Addison or Tarjan
or Grefe in a 20-game match.

The most horrible problem
faced by Ed Edmondson of the
USCF is that there is no con-
tract system by which the
world’s leading players can be
signed to -a chess tournament
six months in advance. This is
an absolute must for publicity.
Instead, the organizers rush
crazily to telephone at the mid-
night hour, stealing one player
from a European team tourna-
ment, praying that a biggie
tournament will collapse so they
can get the ‘‘names’’ without
having to pay cash guarantees
for them. It harms both players
and the organizers. Players need
cash badly between tournaments:
This could be the only way to get
Will professional chess ' make
it in America? Not unless
Edmondson wises up, )
3 { 1S. an. (

united

leration. INOW . YOU ¥

b

vhy 1

do not have to telephone

SOLUTION TO ‘ DIAGR
White wins by 1 Rd5<d2ch KaZ=
bl (If 1. .. Kal, then 2 Kb3 and
ate) 2. Kc4-c3 Kbl-cl! 2
..-Ph3-h2? 3 Rd2-dich -Kbl-~adis
4 Rdl-hl!, winning) 3 Rd2-a2
Kcl-dl! (Else 3...Kcl-bl 4Ra2-

e2 wins) 4 Kc3-d3 Kdl-ci SKd3-
e3 Ph3-h2 6 Ra2-alch Kcl-b2
7 Ral-hl Kb2-c3 8 Ke3-f3, and
all pawns fall. The side variants
employ all the themes illustrated.
Analysis by Shapiro in 1920



