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THE 1954 CALIFORIIIA S8TATE CilaliP IONSHIP
______ by M. Q. leyer _ _ _ _ _

Herman Stelner, international master and former United States
Champion, retained the State Chammionship by scoring 74-1% in the
tournament which was comnleted in San Franolsco on November 28th,
The score ia identical with that by which he won the 1953 event,
although he lost a game lest year whereas this year he won 6 and
drew 3. One of the three draws was wiith Dmitri Pollakoff, who had
defeated the Champion the previous year, The other two were obtain-
ed by Ray ifartin, former California Stste Chamvnion, and by Jim
Schmitt, who recently won second nrize in the 1954 California B8tate
Oven Championshinp tournament held at Santa Berbara.

The final results were as follows:

1, Herman Steiner 75 - 1k
2-3., EBugene Levin 6% - 2%
2-3, Dmitri Pollakoff 6% - 2%

. Irving Rivige 5% — 23

5. Ray Martin i -

6, Jim Schmitt A |

7. William Addisocn b - 5
8-9. Robert Cross 2 -~ 7
8-9., Milton Heyer 2 =7

10. Sven Almgren 1k ME

Eugene Levin, winner of the 1953 St=te Oden Champlonship tour-
nament held at San Jose, lost to Steiner ~ud fivise and drew with
Poliakoff, who also drew wit Steiner eud Adlison end lost to Martin,
Rivise and Martin each lost only two games, but three draws by the
former and four by the laiter served to ruin thelr chances for a
higher vrize,

As defending 3tate Champlon end s=s winner of the 1953 State
"Open! championship reapectively, Steiner and Levin were seeded to
the 1954 State Championshin Tournsneat., The other four southern
California vlayers, the thres norticin Californla finallsts, and the
central Californie reoresentative qualified by means of orelliminary
tournaments, How the seeding will be handled next year is a problem
which the Celifornia State Chesas Federation should settle in ample
time because Steiner now holds both tltles,

The writer wes willing to bet that he would not lose more than
9 games in the tournement, but he could find no takers. In any
event, he was lucky enough to lose only 6, while winning one and
drawing two, The lone win wes at the exvense of Schmitt, the draws
were ageinst Martin and Cross. Perhavs the rebresentative of the
Central Californis Chess League will be criticlzed for not having
complled a more imoressive score, but for thet he offers no excuses.
He did his beat, but in the majority of games 1t was not good enough
and he found himself outnlayed.

It was by far the etrongest tournament in 1hiien I have partici-
pated, and the exverience of vplaying 9 gamca in & deys was gruelling,
to say the least. On Friday, November 26, for examnle, I played two
games the first of which commenced at 1:00 p.m. end the second of
which was adjourned shortly after 2 a.m. Saturday morning. Both
ended in draws, although the latter was not counleted until after
play hed been resumed 2t 10:30 a.m, Bunday, November 28,
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