CHESS

BY ISAAC KASHDAN
 INTERNATIONAL GRANDMASTER
Address hmn to Chess Editor, L.A. Times
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GELLER LEADS CLOSE
RACE IN CURACAO

Ewfim Geller of the Soviet
Union headed the list by a slight
margin after 12 rounds of play
in the Candidates’ Chess Tour-
nament at the Hotel Interconti-
nental in Curacao. Though hell,,
won_ but three games outright,
Geller lost none and drew nine
for a score of 74-414,

Three Russian grandmasters,
all playing steadily, were tied
for second place with scores of
7-5. ‘Tigran Petrosian was also
undefeated, with two wins and
10 draws. Paul Keres and Vic-
tor Korchnoi had identical tal-
lies of three wins, one loss and
eight draws.

Starting a strong comeback
was 19-year-old Bobby Fischér
of Brooklyn, who picked up 3%
points of his five games during
the week. An important suc-
cess was his winning an ad-
journed game against Keres, to
knock the latter out of the lead.

In the ninth round Fischer||//
lost for the second time to Gel-
ler. This was a clogely contest-
ed game which developed into &
rook ending. Fischer missed a
clear draw just before adjourn-
ment.

In the 10th round Fischer
also dropped a half point need-
lessly when he erred against
Miroslav - Filip of Czechoslo-
vakia, drawing what should
have been a winning game,
However, this was evened out
in the-12th round when Korch-
noi, with a decisive advantage

over Fischer, blundered in time|k-

pressure to lose a vital point.
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TIMES PROBLEM 3383
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White mates in two.

TIMES PROBLEM 3384

By A. Oreshin
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White mates in three.

The key piéce in 3383 has sev-
eral reasonable moves, so watch for
false tries. Black can get into a
surprising number of pins in 3384.
SOLUTION TO PROBLEM 3377: N-Q5.
SOLUTION TO PROBLEM 3378: Q-K8.
Threat, 2 QxRch; if RxQ, 2 RxP; if
N4, 2 QxPch; if N-B1, 2 B-Q5ch.
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