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Richard Shorman

Chess

INTERZONAL IN PROGRESS

One of two interzonal tournaments for the world champion-
ship is now in progress in Leningrad. Three winners from
each competition advance into qualifying matches next year
to produce an eventual challenger for Robert Fischer. The
18-player event will continue until June 28.

East Germany’s Wolfgang Uhlmann scored a convincing
first round point versus Miguel Cuellar of Colombia. A
crushing knight sacrifice plus Black’s grandmasterly use of
the square e5 as a springboard for his pieces highlight this
powerfully conducted game.

White: Miguel Cuellar. Black: Wolgfang Uhlmann. Lenin-
grad, June 3, 1973. English Opening 1 c4 e5 2 Nc3-Nf6 3 g3
Bb4 (A popular system against the English Opening, based
on the idea of loosening White’s control over the white
squares in the center while leaving him saddled with doubled
“ec” pawns) 4 Bg2 0-0 5 Nf8 Re8 (Completing the mobiliza-
tion of the king side with maximum efficiency.) 6 0-0 e4 7
Nel Bce3 8 dc dé 9 Nc2 Nbd7 10 b3 hé 11 Be3 bé 12 Qd2 Bb7
(White’s unpretentious play has given Black time to post his
Ppieces aggressively.) 13 Radl Ne5 14 Qcl Qc8 (Not merely a
carbon copy...) 15 h3 (But White fails to notice the impend-
ing danger. Pushing the ‘“f” pawn would prevent Black’s
shattering reply.) Nf3! 16 Khl (Forced. Robert Byrne cites
16 ef ef 17 Bhl Qh3, followed by 18...Ng4 and mate as the
reason.) Re5! 17 Nel Rh5 18 h4 Qg4 19 ef (Black’s sacrifice
can no longer be refused, due to the threat of mate begin-
ning with 19..Rh4.) ef 20 Nf3 Bf3 21 Bf3 Qf3 22 Kgl g5! 23
Rd4 Re8 (Bringing up the last reserves .The plan is to
checkmate with 24...gh 25 Rh4 Rh4 26 gh Re5.) 24 Qd1 (A
last ditch effort to trade queens.) Re3! 25 fe Qg3 26 Kh1 g4!
27 Resigns.

Correspondence chess sometimes affords opportunities for
brilliance nearly impossible in games played at a faster
pace.

In this match by mail Black sticks his knight out in the
opening (4...N-N5), and when White attempts to chop it off (5
Q-Rdch and 6 P-Q5), the refutation comes back so strongly
that it is hard to imagine anyone finding such moves over
the board. :

White: Pastor A. Rhode, Black: Lt. von Zitzewitz
- Correspondence, 1914.

Center Counter Defense

1 PK4 P-Q4 10 Q-Q5(g) N-N5!

2 PxP N-KB3 11 QxQch RxQch

3 P-Q4 NxP 12 K-B3(h) N-B7

4 P-QB4 N-N5(a) 13 B-B4 P-K4!

5 Q-Rdch(b) N(1)-B3 14 BxP B-N5ch

6 P-Q5(c) P-QN4!!(d) 15 K-N3 R-QN1

7 QxNP(e) N-B7ch 16 BxBP 0-0!(i)

8 K-Q2 B-Q2! 17 BxR RxB

9 PxN(f) B-B4ch 18 Resigns(j) :

(a) Too sharp, even for the normally aggressive Center
Counter Defense, but White must tread softly to prove it.
More usual is 4...N-N3.

(b) White espies a sure-fire way to win a piece and wins it
only to receive a lesson in why theory recognizes 5 P-QR3!
as best.

(¢) Surely, Black ought to admit defeat and resign here...

(d) A shocker that turns the tables entirely. From now on
White runs into one unpleasant surprise after another.

(e) Unfortunately, 7 PxP N-Q5! loses almost as colorfully,
eg., 8 N-QR3 P-K4 9 PxPep. Bx P10 B-K3 (or 10 BQ2
Q-Q4!) Q-R5!, menacing a double knight sacrifice followed
by the win of White’s undefended queen. :

(f) Of course 9 KxN walks into 9...N-Q5ch.

(g) More or less compulsory, as 10 K-B3 Q-Q5ch 11 K-N3
NxRech (for starters) costs too much material.

(h) Any other move permits the enemy knight to pick off
his QR and get away clean,

(i) Finishing Black’s development and sealing White’s
doom.

(j) Bowing to Black’s announced mate in seven: 18 P-Q-R3
BxPch 19 K-R4 R-N5ch 20 K-R5 N-Q5 21 NxB NxPch 22 KR6
B-Blmate. A fine bit of postal wizardry, -

KOLTANOWSKI TO APPEAR AT THE GAME PLACE

World blindfold chess champion George Koltanowski will
conduct simultaneous exhibitions, lecture on Robert Fis-
cher’s prospective challengers, introduce Vegas Fun Chess
hold a question and answer session and display his pheno-
menal blindfold skill in a ‘“knight’s tour” demonstration at
The Game Place, 915 E. Duane Ave., Sunnyvale, starting at
2 p.m., Sat., June 16. Charge is $5 a board or $2 for specta-
tors. Other events are scheduled; call (408) 739-7502 for de-
tails,



WHERE TO PLAY CHESS
The Hayward Chess Club, Palma Ceia Park (corner of
Miami Ave. and Decatur Way). Monday and Friday, 8-12

m.

Cherryland Cafe, 22472 Meekland Ave., Hayward (corner
of A St. and Meekland Ave.). Evenings, 11 p.m. to 6 a.m.

The San Leandro Chess Club, 205 Dutton Ave. (Washington
School cafeteria, between East 14th St. and Bancroft Ave.).
Monday, 7-11 p.m.

The Newark Chess Club, 35501 Cedar Blvd. (in the Newark
Community Center). Tuesday, 7-10 p.m.

The Fremont Chess Club, 40204 Paseo Padre Parkway
(near City Hall at Lake Elizabeth). Thursday, 7-11 p.m.

The Livermore Chess Club, Fourth and J Streets. Friday,
8-12 p.m.
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